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Gender and Sexuality in Tompkins County: Oral History Collection 

 
The Gender and Sexuality  in Tompkins County Oral History Collection was established in 2021 to 

highlight interviews and stories in our archives that explore sexuality, gender identity, expressions of 

love, and activism in these areas. This collection does not include interviews from everyone in our oral 

history collections who identified as LGBTQIA+ but only those interviews that discuss these identities 

and experiences. The topics of these interviews explore a wide range of experiences, community, and 

culture, and the stories shared may have been guided by the specific project the interview was recorded 

for. This collection will continue to expand as our Oral History archives continue to grow.  

 

Trigger warning(s): Gender-erasure, sexually explicit, sexual assault, death, AIDS epidemic, drug use, 

homophobia 

 

**We are still processing this collection, and are creating accompanying transcripts and listing details 

for each interview.** 

 

 Interviews with: 
Ned Asta* (83 minutes) 

Ned Asta discusses her relationship to art, travels across the United States, and 

participation in the women’s and gay liberation movements during the 1960’s, 

‘70s, and ‘80s. She also reflects on her experience as a founding member of 

Lavender Hill, a LGBT commune located in Danby in the 1970’s.  

Trigger warning(s): sexual assault, death, sexually explicit, AIDS epidemic, drug 

use 

 

● Recorded 11/14/2019 

● Audio File: OHTC_2019-11-14_Asta-Ned 

● Transcript File: OHTC_2019-11-14_Asta-Ned_Transcript 

● Recorded as part of the HERSTORY Project in 2019. 

 

Nancy Bereano* (55 minutes) (62 minutes)  

Nancy Bereano talks about her work as a welfare rights organizer and her 

experience fighting for LGBTQ anti-discrimination legislation to be passed in 

Ithaca and Tompkins County in the 1990s. She also speaks about her small 

business, Firebrand Books, a nationally acclaimed lesbian and feminist 

publishing company. 
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● Recorded 10/28/2019 

● Audio File: OHTC_2019-10-28_Bereano-Nancy  

● Transcript File: OHTC_2019-10-28_Bereano-Nancy_Transcript 

------------------- 

Nancy Bereano recounts her experience participating in anti-war activity during 

the 1960s and becoming a feminist. She also discusses her relationships with 

writers during the fifteen years Firebrand Books existed and her later advocacy in 

the City of Ithaca.  

Trigger warning: gender-erasure 

● Recorded 3/11/2020 

● Audio File: OHTC_2020-3-11_Bereano-Nancy 

● Transcript File: OHTC_2020-3-11_Bereano-Nancy_Transcript 

● Recorded as part of the Local Sisters of Change Project in 2019 and 2020. 

 

Candace Edwards* (40 minutes) 

Candace Edwards, creator of Qinfolk, an Ithaca-based festival that celebrates art 

made by the QTPOC (Queer and Trans People of Color) community, reflects on 

her childhood, time in college, and organization of the Qinfolk Festival. She 

speaks about her work with the People’s Hurricane Relief Fund in New Orleans 

during college and her future hopes for Qinfolk.  

● Recorded 10/31/2019 

● Audio File: OHTC_2019-10-31_Edwards-Candace 

● Transcript File: OHTC_2019-10-31_Edwards-Candace_Transcript 

● Recorded as part of the Local Sisters of Change Project in 2019. 

 

Yvonne Fisher and David Hirsch (55 minutes)  

 

 Trigger warning: sexually explicit, drug use, AIDS epidemic 

● Recorded 10/31/2019 

● Audio File: OH_2019-10-31_Fisher-Yvonne_and_Hirsch-David 

● Video File: Howe-Hirsch-Fisher-Lavender_Hill 

● Recorded as part of the Communes of Upstate New York Project in 2019. 

   

  Rod Howe (56 minutes) 

Rod Howe, former executive director of The History Center, discusses his 

familial ties to Tompkins County, which led him to move to a farm nearby in 

Auburn after his father’s death and later to Ithaca. He also discusses his 

experience adopting two children with his partner, Mark Pedersen, despite a legal 

precedent preventing many same-sex couples from adopting a child in the foster 

care system, and his relationship with Mark, who was diagnosed with HIV in the 

mid-80s and died in 2018. 

Trigger warning: homophobia, HIV 

 

● Recorded 11/6/2019 

● Audio File: OHTC_2019-11-6_Howe-Rod 
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● Recorded as part of the Howe Family Project in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------ 

Generous support for processing these collections came from a two year grant from the Museum 

Association of New York and the Institute of Museum & Library Services between 2020-2022.  
 

  
 

 


